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PREFACE

After a chequered history, which has been chronicled by Dr. K. Schib*,
the « Paradies” Convent came into the possession of George Fischer
Limited in 1918. The association between the Convent and the firm,
however, goes back to the time of Jobhann Conrad Fischer, who founded
the business and also served his country as Mayor of Schaffhausen,
Member of the Cantonal Parliament and Member of the National
Assembly (T agsatzung). In the thirties of last century, he set up a modest
smithy on the banks of the Klosterbach and, at that time, championed
the interests of the nuns by interceding with the T hurgovian Government
on their bebalf when they found themselves in difficulties.

Respect for the cultural and spiritual values of the former Convent
has been, during the past thirty years, the determining factor in its res-
toration and its adaptation to new requirements.

Agriculture and industry—the two pillars of every economic structure
—come into close contact in the management of the estate. For many
years, employees of the firm and their families have had their homes in
the peace of these monastic walls.

A fine stretch of the river bank including some magnificent woodland
has been preserved by the establishment of the Petri Natural Reserve.

On the occasion of the 1s5oth anniversary of the foundation of the
firm, the west wing, a residential section, the interior courtyards and
the farm buildings were renovated under the direction of the architect
Martin Risch. Visitors may now be put up in the historic precincts of the
Conwvent, for accommodation is once more available in the old guest
house in the west wing. Board rooms enable members of the firm to hold
meetings and confer in claustral seclusion and peace. The stout convent
walls protect the firm’s archives, +6F+ products of historical interest and
the inventory and study rooms of the Iron Library—a foundation of
George Fischer Limitcd.

In this way, the new owner is striving to safeguard a part of the
nation’s cultural heritage and, by adapting the Convent to ends in
harmony with the present age, to give it a new lease of life and thus

preserve it for future generations.

% “Geschichte des Klosters Paradies” published by George Fischer Limited in the series
commemorating the rsoth anniversary of the foundation of the George Fischer Works.
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THE HISTORY OF THE
PARADIES CONVENT

In 1253, the great benefactions of Count Hartmann the Elder of
Kyburg made it possible for the Convent of the Order of St.Clare
near Constance to be transferred to the little village of Schwarzach
on the southern bank of the Rhine above the town of Schaffhausen.
All the land at Schwarzach, including the village church and the
full sovereign rights, was vested in the Convent. Following the
example of the Kyburgs, other noblemen granted lands to the
Convent with the result that its economie existence was assured by
a number of farms, vineyards and woods, particularly between the
Thur and the Rhine, in the territories of Klettgau and Hegau.

The Schaffhausen nobleman Hermann am Stad, whose daughter
Clara was living as a nun in the Paradies, presented the Convent
with his house by the landing-stage, and thus began the close as-
sociation between town and Convent which was to endure through
the centuries. The Convent and its lands needed the shielding arm
of a secular power. This function of protector or patron was first
discharged by the Kyburgs themselves, and subsequently by their
heirs, the Habsburgs, who passed on the protectorate in fee to the
High Stewards of Diessenhofen. These men from the lower ranks
of the nobility were doubtless willing to accept the office together
with the revenue accruing from it, but they were hardly in a posi-
tion to give the necessary protection. Thus the opportunity arose
for a much more powerful body—the town of Schaffhausen— to
step into the breach and take the Convent under its wing in the
hope to exchange eventually its status of de facto protector for
that of actual owner.

Secluded from the world, the nuns of St.Clare lived in self-

imposed poverty according to the rule of the Founder of the Order,



St.Clare, who was a disciple of St.Francis of Assisi. Outside the
convent walls, a large establishment of servants took care of the
produce of the convent lands; within, hours of prayer alternated
with hours of work. The Convent had as many as 6o members.

At the time of the Reformation, the town of Schaffhausen sup-
pressed the Convent, assuming the right to do so from the de facto
protectorship it had been discharging. In the meantime, however,
the town of Diessenhofen had taken over the legal claims of the
High Stewards. In 1567, Diessenhofen, supported by the con-
federate cantons ruling Thurgovia, instituted proceedings in res-
pect of the sovereign rights appertaining to the convent lands. For
seven years, Schaffhausen was engaged in a bitter struggle for its
alleged rights of ownership. The lawsuit took on the character of
a trial of strength between the protestant town and the catholic
cantons. Finally, Schaffhausen accepted the arbitration of the four
cantons not involved in the dispute: the decision disallowed the
town any form of claim to the lands contained within the old
boundaries of Schwarzach. The town was nevertheless granted as
an indemnity a third of the convent assets that were still available.
Thus came to grief the attempt by the city-state of Schaffhausen
to obtain o footing on the left bank of the Rhine.

The catholic cantons governing in Thurgovia proceeded to re-
found the Convent and in 1578 they transferred three nuns from
the Convent of St.Clare at Villingen. The tutelary authorities were
most unfortunate in their choice; the newly appointed Abbess, a
noblewoman from the Black Forest, had to be dismissed because
of serious breaches of discipline. To the internal troubles there
came an added catastrophe from outside: in 1587, the whole Con-
vent was destroyed by fire.

The catholic protectors spared no effort to make even more
beautiful than before the Convent which rose from the ashes of
the old buildings. Abbesses from Central Switzerland restored the
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good reputation of the place, and, safe from further disturbance,
the community of sisters lived in peace down to the threshold of
modern times, which were ushered in by the French Revolution.

But the impact of the Revolution on the old Confederation was
to mean the beginning of the end for the Convent. The ban on new
novices condemned the place to eventual extinction. When Switzer-
land became the battle-ground of foreign armies, the Convent
buildings were occupied successively by Helvetian, Austrian and
French troops. The newly-created Canton of Thurgovia had no
sympathy whatever for convents. Proposals that the Convent
should be made into a school for girls or a hospital found no
favour. When in the thirties the place was threatened with sup-
pression, the last two sisters of the Order of St.Clare appealed to
the Schaffhausen inventor Johann Conrad Fischer, who was widely
known for his liberal views, and asked him to intercede on their
behalf. Fischer’s memorandum to the Cantonal Government of
Thurgovia resulted only in an improvement in the damages granted
to the last of the nuns. The decree of dissolution of the Cantonal
Parliament of Thurgovia wrote finis” to the history of the
Kyburg foundation.

At the public auction following immediately upon the suppres-
sion, the convent estate passed into private hands. No time was lost
in parcelling out the lands and in peddling away the works of art.
The purchase of the Paradies Estate by George Fischer Limited
made it possible to preserve what was still in existence and to
ensure the continued life of the venerable buildings by devoting

them to a new purpose.
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A WALK THROUGH THE
CONVENT BUILDINGS

As the visitor approaches the gate-house, his attention is attracted
by emblems which recall a significant event in the history of the
Convent. Above the entrance are the resplendent armorial bearings
of the Catholic Cantons which governed in Thurgovia—Uri,
Schwyz, Unterwalden, Luzern, Zug and Glarus. It was to those
Cantons that the Convent owed its restoration in 1578. The
armorial bearings surround the three-leaf clover which formed
the crest of the Convent. Above the coats-of-arms is mounted the
Imperial Eagle in commemoration of the days when the Convent
was placed unter the protection of the Emperor. The gate-house
escaped destruction in the fire of 1587, as did the substantial half-
timbered houses lying to the east.

Through the gate we pass into the outer precincts of the Con-
vent, which are enclosed by the sides of the Convent buildings
and the boundary wall. Here much of the farm work ist done.

The rounded arch R in the south wing gives access to a broad
court opening into the former convent garden on the northern
side. Heavy stucco mouldings accentuate the generous sweep of
the architectural lines. Prior to the reconstruction of 1950/51, the
old convent wall W passed through the western section, dividing
it into two halves: the eastern part was scheduled for demolition
in the reconstruction plans, and the former guest-house owes its
partial preservation to the fact that frescos and a delightful
double arcade were brought to light in the first storey.

The western section now provides accomodation for the exhi-
bits of a Works Museum ; for bookstores and guest-rooms on the
first floor; for the board-room T and the rooms of the Iron
Library UV on the second floor. Apart from the renovations

which gave a new appearance to the whole interior of the west
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