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Georg Agricola’s “De re
metallica libri XII” was the
foundation-stone of the
Iron Library.

The Iron Library

The Iron Library is a Foundation of
Georg Fischer Limited, Schafthausen. It
was established on 3lst December,
1948. The decisive impulse was provided
by the Managing Director at the time,
who had recognised the need for re-
viving scientific culture following World
War II. With great devotion, care and
expertise, a library was built up system-
atically with the aim of providing
scientists and technologists of the world
free access to literature on the history

of technology, especially the history of
iron and all related matters.

Georg Fischer Limited placed the
western wing of the freshly renovated
Paradise Convent at the disposal of the
library. The library was inaugurated
and opened to the public on 3rd May,
1952 —the year in which Georg Fischer
celebrated the sesqui-centenary of the
founding of the firm.
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Biringuccio (1480-1539), the
author of “Pirotechnica”, is
regarded as the leading
metallurgist of the Renaissance.

One of the many “recipe
booklets” and works on
alchemy from the Iron Library’s
collection.

The library's collection has grown to
over 35,000 items in the meantime.
Each year some 2,000 guests from both
Switzerland and abroad visit the ven-
erable rooms of the former Clarisses’
convent, to work there or just to enjoy
the unique bibliophilic treasures housed
there.

The most valuable item is the thirteenth-
cenfury manuscript containing freatises
by Albertus Magnus, including one of
particular interest to the library, “De
mineralibus”. Other treasures include
works by Archimedes, Heron, Vitrius,
Leonardo da Vinci, Agricola, Biringuc-
cio, Ramelli, Besson, Branca, Guericke,
etc., as well as the great eighteenth-
century encyclopaedias by Chambers,
Diderot and d'Alembert, Krinitz.

As this shows, the library does not re-
strict itself to literature on iron in the
narrowest sense, but also collects works
on related topics, such as the history

of technology, geology and mining,
mineralogy and metallurgy, military
arts, architecture and building science,
art and crafts as well as mathematics,
physics and chemistry.

The selection in the journals section
comprises the most important periodi-
cals on iron - for example, a complete
set of the “Annales des Mines”, the
renowned French journal on the mining
industry founded in 1974, is kept here.




“De mineralibus” by Albertus Magnus, an original
13th century manuscript written on parchment.
Albert von Bollstédt was known as Albert the
Great because of his pre-eminence in all fields of
learning in his time.

He lived from 1200 to 1280, was a Dominican
friar and served several years as bishop of
Regensburg. He was famous as a feacher of divin-

ity and theology even during his lifetime.
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“Diverse new sorts of...” a
book embellished with sump-
tuous woodcuts. It is about

the art of foundry-making in
London during the Elizabethan
Age.

“Statuti et Ordinationi...”, the 16th century statute
book of the Bologna master blacksmiths.

Also on hand is a collection of about
2,500 jubilee and in-house publications
from companies in the iron industry all
over the world.

The location of the Iron Library in the
guests’ quarters of the former convent,
with its traditional, cultivated ambiance,
creates the atmosphere in which work
and pleasure merge info one. Con-
tented users have carried the name of
the Iron Library throughout the world,
thereby expressing appreciation

of and recognition for Georg Fischer's
Foundation.

“\iris ferrum donantibus” is the motto
inscribed over the entrance: To the Men

Who Gave Us Iron.

“Le machine” by Branca Giovanni, Rome, 1629.
In this work the author describes a forerunner
of the steam engine.
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