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P R E F A C E

A f t e r  a  c h e q u e r e d  h i s t o r y  y w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c h r o n ic l e d  b y  D r .  K .  S c h ib  

th e  Cf P a r a d ie s  ”  C o n v e n t  c a m e  in t o  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  G e o r g e  F is c h e r  

L i m i t e d  in  1 9 1 8 . T h e  a s s o c ia t io n  b e t w e e n  th e  C o n v e n t  a n d  th e  f i r m ,  

h o w e v e r ,  g o e s  b a c k  to  th e  t i m e  o f  J o h a n n  C o n r a d  F is c h e r ,  w h o  f o u n d e d  

th e  b u s in e s s  a n d  a ls o  s e r v e d  h is  c o u n t r y  a s  M a y o r  o f  S c h a f f  h a u s e n .  

M e m b e r  o f  th e  C a n t o n a l  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  M e m b e r  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  

A s s e m b l y  ( T a g s a t z u n g ) .  I n  th e  t h i r t i e s  o f  la s t  c e n t u r y ,  h e  s e t  u p  a  m o d e s t  

s m i t h y  o n  th e  b a n k s  o f  th e  K lo s t e r b a c h  a n d ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  c h a m p io n e d  

th e  in t e r e s t s  o f  th e  n u n s  b y  i n t e r c e d i n g  w i t h  th e  T h u r g o v i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  

o n  th e i r  b e h a l f  w h e n  t h e y  f o u n d  th e m s e l v e s  in  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

R e s p e c t  f o r  th e  c u l tu r a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  o f  th e  f o r m e r  C o n v e n t  

h a s  b e e n ,  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  th e  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  i n  i t s  r e s ­

to r a t i o n  a n d  i t s  a d a p t a t i o n  to  n e w  r e q u ir e m e n t s .

A g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  i n d u s t r y — th e  t w o  p i l la r s  o f  e v e r y  e c o n o m i c  s t r u c tu r e  

— c o m e  i n t o  c lo s e  c o n t a c t  in  th e  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  th e  e s ta te .  F o r  m a n y  

y e a r s ,  e m p lo y e e s  o f  th e  f i r m  a n d  th e i r  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  h a d  th e i r  h o m e s  in  

th e  p e a c e  o f  th e s e  m o n a s t i c  w a l l s .

A  f i n e  s t r e tc h  o f  th e  r i v e r  b a n k  i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  m a g n i f i c e n t  w o o d l a n d  

h a s  b e e n  p r e s e r v e d  b y  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  P e t r i  N a t u r a l  R e s e r v e .

O n  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  th e  1 5 0 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  th e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  th e  

f i r m ,  th e  w e s t  w in g ,  a  r e s id e n t ia l  s e c t io n ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  c o u r t y a r d s  a n d  

th e  f a r m  b u i l d in g s  w e r e  r e n o v a t e d  u n d e r  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  th e  a r c h i t e c t  

M a r t in  R i s c h .  V i s i t o r s  m a y  n o w  b e  p u t  u p  in  th e  h i s to r ic  p r e c i n c t s  o f  th e  

C o n v e n t ,  f o r  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  is o n c e  m o r e  a v a i la b l e  in  t h e  o l d  g u e s t  

h o u s e  in  th e  w e s t  w i n g .  B o a r d  r o o m s  e n a b le  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  f i r m  to  h o ld  

m e e t in g s  a n d  c o n f e r  in  c l a u s t r a l  s e c lu s io n  a n d  p e a c e .  T h e  s t o u t  c o n v e n t  

w a l l s  p r o t e c t  th e  f i r m ’s a r c h iv e s ,  +GF+ p r o d u c t s  o f  h i s to r ic a l  i n t e r e s t  a n d  

th e  i n v e n t o r y  a n d  s t u d y  r o o m s  o f  th e  I r o n  L i b r a r y — a  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  

G e o r g e  F is c h e r  L i m i t e d .

I n  th i s  w a y ,  th e  n e w  o w n e r  is  s t r i v i n g  to  s a f e g u a r d  a  p a r t  o f  th e  

n a t i o n  s c u l tu r a l  h e r i t a g e  a n d ,  b y  a d a p t i n g  th e  C o n v e n t  to  e n d s  in  

h a r m o n y  w i t h  th e  p r e s e n t  a g e , to  g i v e  i t  a  n e w  le a se  o f  l i f e  a n d  th u s  

p r e s e r v e  i t  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t io n s .

*  “G esch ich te  des K lo ste rs  P a ra d ie s ” p u b lish e d  by G eorge  F isch e r L im ite d  in the  series 
co m m em o ra tin g  the  150th a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  the  fo u n d a tio n  o f the  G eorge  F ischer W o rk s.
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T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E

P A R A D I E S  C O N V E N T

I n  1253, the  g re a t  b e n efac t io n s  o f  C o u n t  H a r t m a n n  the  E ld e r  o f  

K y b u r g  m a d e  it  possible f o r  the  C o n v e n t  o f  th e  O r d e r  o f  St. C la re  

n e a r  C o n s ta n c e  to be t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the  l i t t le  v i l lage  o f  S c h w a rz a c h  

o n  th e  so u th e rn  b a n k  o f  the  R h in e  ab o v e  the  to w n  o f  Schaffhausen .  

A ll  the  l a n d  a t  S c h w a rz a c h ,  in c lu d in g  the  v i l lage  c h u rch  a n d  the 

fu l l  sove re ign  r ights ,  w a s  v es ted  in th e  C o n v e n t .  F o l lo w in g  the 

e x am p le  o f  the  K y b u rg s ,  o th e r  n o b lem e n  g r a n te d  lan d s  to  the 

C o n v e n t  w i th  the  resu l t  t h a t  its econom ie  exis tence  w a s  assu red  by  

a  n u m b e r  o f  fa rm s ,  v in e y a rd s  a n d  w o o d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  b e tw ee n  the 

T h u r  a n d  th e  R h in e ,  in the  t e r r i to r ie s  o f  K le t tg a u  a n d  H e g a u .

T h e  S c h a ffh au sen  n o b le m a n  H e r m a n n  am  S tad ,  w hose  d a u g h te r  

C l a r a  w as  l iv in g  as a  n u n  in  the  P a ra d ie s ,  p re sen te d  the  C o n v e n t  

w i th  his house b y  the  lan d in g -s ta g e ,  a n d  thus  b eg an  the  close as­

soc ia t ion  b e tw ee n  t o w n  a n d  C o n v e n t  w h ic h  w a s  to  en d u re  t h ro u g h  

the  centuries .  T h e  C o n v e n t  a n d  its lan d s  n e ed ed  the  sh ie ld ing  a rm  

o f  a secu la r  p o w e r .  T h is  f u n c t io n  o f  p r o t e c to r  o r  p a t r o n  w a s  first  

d i sch arg ed  b y  the  K y b u r g s  them selves ,  a n d  su b seq u e n t ly  b y  th e i r  

heirs, the  H a b sb u rg s ,  w h o  passed  on the  p r o t e c to r a t e  in fee to the 

H i g h  S te w a rd s  o f  D iessenhofen .  T h ese  m en  f r o m  the  lo w e r  ran k s  

o f  th e  n o b i l i ty  w e re  doubtless  w i l l in g  to a cc ep t  the  office to g e th e r  

w i t h  the  re v en u e  acc ru in g  f r o m  it,  b u t  th e y  w ere  h a r d ly  in  a posi­

t io n  to  give  the  necessa ry  p ro tec t io n .  T h u s  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  arose 

f o r  a  m u c h  m o re  p o w e r f u l  b o d y — the  t o w n  o f  Sch a f fh a u se n —■ to  

s tep  in to  th e  b re ac h  a n d  ta k e  the  C o n v e n t  u n d e r  its w in g  in the  

h ope  to e x ch an g e  e v e n tu a l ly  its s ta tu s  o f  de f a c to  p r o t e c to r  fo r  

t h a t  o f  a c tu a l  o w n er .

Sec luded  f r o m  the  w o r ld ,  the  n uns  o f  St. C la re  l ived  in self- 

im p o sed  p o v e r ty  a cc o rd in g  to  the  ru le  o f  the  F o u n d e r  o f  the  O rd e r ,
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St.  C la re ,  w h o  w as  a d isc iple  o f  St. F ran c is  o f  Assisi. O u ts id e  the  

c o n v e n t  w a l ls ,  a la rge  e s tab l i sh m en t  o f  se rv an ts  to o k  care  o f  the 

p ro d u c e  o f  the  c o n v e n t  lan d s  ; w i th in ,  ho u rs  o f  p r a y e r  a l t e rn a t e d  

w i th  h o u rs  o f  w o rk .  T h e  C o n v e n t  h a d  as m a n y  as 60  m em bers .

A t  the  t im e  o f  the  R e f o r m a t io n ,  th e  t o w n  o f  S c h a ffh au sen  su p ­

p ressed  the  C o n v e n t ,  assum ing  the  r ig h t  to do  so f r o m  the  de f a c to  

p ro te c to r s h ip  i t  h a d  been  d ischarg ing .  I n  the  m e a n t im e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

the  to w n  o f  D ie ssen h o fen  h a d  ta k e n  o v e r  the  legal c la ims o f  the 

H i g h  S tew ard s .  I n  1567, D ie ssenhofen ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  the  c o n ­

fe d e ra te  c an to n s  ru l in g  T h u r g o v ia ,  in s t i tu ted  p ro ceed in g s  in  res­

pec t  o f  the sovere ign  r ig h ts  a p p e r t a in in g  to  the  c o n v e n t  lands .  F o r  

seven years ,  S chaffhausen  w as  e n g ag e d  in  a  b i t t e r  s trugg le  f o r  its 

a lleged  righ ts  o f  o w n e rsh ip .  T h e  l a w su i t  t o o k  o n  the  c h a ra c te r  of  

a  t r ia l  o f  s t re n g th  b e tw ee n  the  p r o t e s ta n t  to w n  a n d  the  ca th o l ic  

can to n s .  F in a l ly ,  Sch a ffh au sen  a cc ep te d  the  a r b i t r a t i o n  o f  th e  f o u r  

c an to n s  n o t  i n v o lv e d  in the  d ispu te  : the  decision  d isa l lo w e d  the 

t o w n  a n y  f o r m  o f  c la im  to  the  lan d s  c o n ta in e d  w i th in  the  o ld  

b o u n d a r ie s  o f  S c h w a rz a c h .  T h e  t o w n  w as neverthe less  g r a n te d  as 

an  in d e m n i ty  a t h i r d  o f  the  c o n v e n t  assets t h a t  w e re  still  ava i lab le .  

T h u s  cam e  to  g r ief  the  a t t e m p t  b y  th e  c i ty - s ta te  o f  S chaffhausen  

to o b ta in  o fo o t in g  on  the  le f t  b a n k  o f  the  R h ine .

T h e  ca th o l ic  c an to n s  g o v e rn in g  in T h u r g o v ia  p ro c ee d ed  to re­

f o u n d  the  C o n v e n t  a n d  in 1578 th e y  t r a n s f e r r e d  th ree  n uns  f ro m  

the  C o n v e n t  o f  St.  C la re  a t  V i l l ingen .  T h e  tu te l a r y  a u th o r i t ie s  w e re  

m ost  u n f o r t u n a t e  in th e i r  choice  ; the  n e w ly  a p p o in t e d  Abbess, a 

n o b le w o m a n  f r o m  the  B lack  Fores t ,  h a d  to be  d ismissed because 

of serious b reaches  o f  disc ip l ine.  T o  the  in te rn a l  t ro u b le s  there  

cam e  a n  a d d e d  c a t a s t r o p h e  f r o m  o u ts ide :  in 1587, th e  w h o le  C o n ­

v e n t  w as  d e s t ro y e d  b y  fire.

T h e  ca th o l ic  p ro te c to r s  sp a re d  no  e f fo r t  to  m a k e  ev en  m o re  

b e a u t i fu l  t h a n  b e fo re  the  C o n v e n t  w h ic h  rose f r o m  the  ashes o f  

the  o ld  bu ild ings .  Abbesses f r o m  C e n t r a l  S w i t z e r l a n d  re s to red  the

S um m er day

T h e  C onven t 
on  the  R hine

6





g o o d  r e p u ta t i o n  o f  the  p lace ,  a n d ,  sa fe  f r o m  f u r t h e r  d is tu rb an ce ,  

the  c o m m u n i ty  o f  sisters l ived  in peace  d o w n  to  the  th re s h o ld  o f  

m o d e r n  times,  w h ic h  w e re  ush e red  in b y  the  F re n c h  R e v o lu t io n .

B u t  the  im p a c t  o f  the  R e v o lu t io n  on  the  o ld  C o n f e d e r a t i o n  w as  

to m ea n  the  b eg in n in g  o f  the  e n d  f o r  the  C o n v e n t .  T h e  b a n  on  n e w  

novices c o n d e m n e d  th e  p lace  to  e v e n tu a l  e x t in c t io n .  W h e n  S w i t z e r ­

l a n d  b ecam e  the  b a t t l e - g r o u n d  o f  fo re ig n  arm ies ,  the  C o n v e n t  

b u i ld ings  w e re  o ccu p ied  success ively  b y  H e lv e t i a n ,  A u s t r i a n  a n d  

F re n c h  t roops .  T h e  n e w ly - c r e a t e d  C a n to n  o f  T h u r g o v ia  h a d  no 

s y m p a th y  w h a te v e r  f o r  conven ts .  P ro p o sa ls  t h a t  the  C o n v e n t  

sh o u ld  be m ad e  in to  a  school f o r  girls o r  a h o sp i ta l  f o u n d  no  

f a v o u r .  W h e n  in the  th ir t ies  the  p lace  w as  th r e a te n e d  w i th  su p ­

pression, the  las t  tw o  sisters o f  the  O r d e r  o f  St. C la re  a p p e a le d  to 

the  S chaffhausen  in v e n to r  J o h a n n  C o n r a d  Fischer,  w h o  w as w id e ly  

k n o w n  f o r  his l ibe ra l  v iew s, a n d  ask ed  h im  to  in te rced e  on  th e i r  

b eh a lf .  F isch e r’s m e m o r a n d u m  to  the  C a n to n a l  G o v e r n m e n t  of 

T h u r g o v ia  re su l ted  o n ly  in an  im p r o v e m e n t  in the  d am ag es  g r a n te d  

to the  las t  o f  th e  nuns.  T h e  decree o f  d isso lu t ion  o f  the  C a n to n a l  

P a r l i a m e n t  o f  T h u r g o v ia  w r o te  “ f inis ” to  the  h i s to ry  o f  the 

K y b u r g  fo u n d a t io n .

A t  th e  p u b l ic  a u c t io n  fo l lo w in g  im m e d ia te ly  u p o n  the  su p p re s ­

sion, th e  c o n v e n t  esta te  passed  in to  p r iv a t e  hands .  N o  t im e w as  lost  

in  p a rce l l in g  o u t  the  lan d s  a n d  in p e d d l in g  a w a y  the  w o r k s  o f  ar t .  

T h e  p u rc h ase  o f  the  P a ra d ie s  E s ta te  b y  G eorge  F ischer  L im i te d  

m a d e  i t  possible to  p re se rv e  w h a t  w as  still  in exis tence  a n d  to 

ensure  the  c o n t in u e d  life o f  the  v en e ra b le  bu i ld ings  b y  d e v o t in g  

th e m  to a n e w  purpose .
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N a tu ra l  R ese rv e  on  the  E s ta te
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A  W A L K  T H R O U G H  T H E  

C O N V E N T  B U I L D I N G S

As the  v is i to r  a p p ro a c h e s  the  ga te -house ,  his a t t e n t i o n  is a t t r a c t e d  

b y  em blem s w h ic h  reca ll  a  s ign if ican t  e v e n t  in th e  h i s to ry  o f  the  

C o n v e n t .  A b o v e  the  e n t r a n c e  a re  th e  r e sp len d e n t  a r m o r ia l  bear ings  

o f  the  C a th o l ic  C a n to n s  w h ic h  g o v e rn e d  in  T h u r g o v i a — U ri ,  

S c h w y z ,  U n te r w a ld e n ,  L u ze rn ,  Z u g  a n d  G la ru s .  I t  w a s  to  those  

C a n to n s  t h a t  the  C o n v e n t  o w e d  its  r e s to ra t io n  in 1578. T h e  

a r m o r ia l  bea r in g s  s u r r o u n d  the  th ree - le a f  c lo v e r  w h ic h  fo rm e d  

the  c res t  o f  the  C o n v e n t .  A b o v e  the  c o a ts -o f - a rm s  is m o u n te d  the 

I m p e r ia l  Eag le  in  c o m m e m o r a t io n  o f  the  days  w h e n  the  C o n v e n t  

w as  p la c e d  u n te r  the  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  the  E m p e ro r .  T h e  g a te -house  

escaped  d es tru c t io n  in th e  fire o f  1587, as d id  th e  su b s ta n t ia l  ha l f -  

t im b e re d  houses ly in g  to the  east.

T h r o u g h  the  ga te  w e  pass in to  the  o u te r  p rec inc ts  o f  the  C o n ­

v en t ,  w h ic h  are  enclosed  b y  th e  sides o f  the  C o n v e n t  bu i ld ings  

a n d  th e  b o u n d a r y  w a l l .  H e r e  m u c h  o f  the  f a r m  w o r k  ist done.

T h e  r o u n d e d  a rc h  R  in the  so u th  w in g  gives access to  a  b r o a d  

c o u r t  o p e n in g  in to  the  f o r m e r  c o n v e n t  g a rd e n  o n  the  n o r th e r n  

side. H e a v y  stucco m o u ld in g s  a cc e n tu a te  the  generous  sw eep  of 

the  a rc h i te c tu ra l  lines. P r io r  to  the  re co n s t ru c t io n  o f  1950 /51 ,  the  

o ld  c o n v e n t  w a l l  W  passed  th r o u g h  th e  w e s te rn  section , d iv id in g  

it  in to  tw o  h a lves  : the  e as te rn  p a r t  w a s  schedu led  f o r  d em o l i t io n  

in the  r e c o n s t ru c t io n  p lans ,  a n d  the  f o r m e r  guest-house  owes its 

p a r t i a l  p re se rv a t io n  to  the  f a c t  t h a t  frescos a n d  a  d e l ig h t fu l  

d o u b le  a rc a d e  w e re  b r o u g h t  to  l ig h t  in the  first s to rey .

T h e  w e s te rn  sec tion  n o w  p ro v id e s  a c c o m o d a t io n  f o r  the  ex h i ­

b its  o f  a  W o r k s  M u seu m  ; f o r  book s to re s  a n d  g ues t- room s o n  th e  

first  f loor  ; f o r  the  b o a r d - r o o m  T  a n d  the  room s o f  the  I ro n  

L ib r a r y  U V  on the  second  floor. A p a r t  f r o m  the  re n o v a t io n s  

w h ich  g ave  a n e w  a p p e a ra n c e  to  the  w h o le  in te r io r  o f  the  w est
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w ing ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  f a r m  ou thouses ,  pigsties, p o u l t r y - r u n s ,  a n d  

sheds w e re  r e m o v e d  f r o m  the  y a r d  u n d e r  the  re co n s t ru c t io n  scheme, 

thus  m a k in g  possible the  c rea t io n  o f  the  c o u r t  w e  see to d a y .

T h r o u g h  th e  g a rd e n  flows the  c o n v e n t  s t ream ,  the  S c h w a rz a c h ,  

w h o se  w a te r s  f o r m e r ly  p r o v id e d  p o w e r  f o r  a  mill ,  a  saw -m ill ,  an  

o i l-m ill ,  a  b one -m il l ,  a n d  a  fo rg e — all sm a ll  a r t i sa n s ’ e s tab l ishm en ts  

assoc ia ted  w i t h  the  fa rm .

Access to  the  a c tu a l  q u a d r a n g le  o f  the  c o n v e n t— the  section  

w h e re  th e  ru le  o f  c la u s t ra l  seclusion w a s  o b se rv ed — is g a ined  

th ro u g h  an  e n tra n ce  in  the  so u th -e as t  c o rn e r  o f  the  co u r t .  T h e  

c lo is te r  fo rm s  the  centre .  T h e  f o u n ta in  in the  m id d le  o f  the 

c lo is te r  g a rd en  C ,  a  w o r k  b y  the  S c h a ffh au sen  s c u lp to r  W a l t e r  

K n e c h t ,  rep laces a n  ea r l ie r  piece m e n t io n e d  a l r e a d y  in the  16th 

c en tu ry .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  F o u r  E lem en ts ,  the  d eco ra t io n s  in  re lief  

on  the  bas in  o f  the  f o u n ta in  dep ic t  the  c o a ts -o f - a rm s  o f  those  m os t  

in t im a te ly  co n n ec te d  w i th  the  h i s to ry  o f  the  C o n v e n t  : the  escut­

cheons o f  the  K n ig h t s  o f  S c h w a rz a c h ,  f o r m e r ly  lo rds  o f  the  estate,  

a n d  the  a rm o r ia l  bear ings  o f  the  K y b u rg s ,  the  C o n v e n t  i tself ,  a n d  

the  to w n  o f  Schaffhausen .  T h e  c lo is te r  w i th  its l a t e -G o th ic  d o o rw a y s  

a n d  w i n d o w  a p e r tu re s  da tes  b a c k  to the  e n d  o f  the  16 th  cen tu ry .  

O n c e ,  th e  w in d o w s  w ere  g laz ed  a n d  d e c o ra te d  w i th  p a in t in g s— u n ­

f o r tu n a te ly ,  a ll  t h a t  su rv ives  o f  those  a re  m en t io n s  in o ld  d ocum en ts .

T o  the  w es t  o f  the  c lo is te r  there  is a spac ious s to re - ro o m  G  ; the  

c o n v e n t  b a k e r y  L w as  s i tu a te d  in the  n o r t h  w in g ,  w h e re  its oven  

v a u l t  m a y  still  be seen. T h e  d in in g - ro o m ,  the  re fe c to ry  M  in the 

eas t  w ing ,  w a s  d es t ro y ed  d u r in g  a l t e ra t io n s  in the  19th cen tu ry .  

T h e  c h a p te r - r o o m  O ,  h o w e v e r ,  em be l l ished  b y  t w o  w in d o w s  w i th  

G o th ic  t r a c e ry  a n d  a sm all  apse  w h ic h  f o r m e r ly  c o n ta in e d  a t in y  

a l t a r ,  has been  p re served .  D esp i te  the  s im p lic i ty  o f  design im ­

po sed  b y  the  re ligious o rd e r ,  the  v iew  d o w n  the  v a u l t e d  passages 

f r a m in g  the  c o n v e n t  q u a d ra n g le  b u i ld in g  on th ree  sides gives a 

r e m a rk a b le  im press ion  o f  the  size o f  the  w h o le  s t ruc tu re .

12



O n  the  first  f loor w ere  s i tu a te d  the  cells o f  the  n uns  o v e r ­

lo o k in g  the  c lo is te r  g a rd e n ;  the  Abbess l iv e d  in  the  w est  w in g .  H e r  

r o o m  w as d e c o ra te d  w i th  b a r o q u e  p a n e l l in g  w h ich ,  u n fo r tu n a t e ly ,  

w a s  p u r c h a se d  b y  a  co llec to r  in K a r l s r u h e  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  the  

2 0 th  c e n tu ry  a n d  d e s t ro y e d  th e re  d u r in g  a b o m b a r d m e n t  in 1944- 

T h e  so u th e rm o s t  ro o m  o f  the  Abbess 's  suite  se rved  as a  p a r l a to r y ;  

here,  n e a r  the  s ta ircase ,  m e t  the  C o n v e n t  a n d  the  o u ts ide  w o r ld .

G en era l v iew



C o n v e n t w a ll

1 4



Q u ie t  c o rn e r in  th e  g a rd en
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V iew  fro m  so u th
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A n c ie n t fa rm  b u ild in g



T H E  F A R M  E S T A T E

M o s t  m o n as t ic  fo u n d a t io n s  in S w i t z e r l a n d  w e re  s e l f - su p p o r t in g  

a n d  d e r iv e d  th e i r  m eans  o f  sus tenance  f r o m  one o r  m o re  ag r ic u l ­

tu r a l  estates. T h u s  the  P a ra d ie s  C o n v e n t  d id  n o t  d e p a r t  in a n y  

w a y  f r o m  cu s to m  in  possessing co n s id e rab le  f a r m  lands .  T hese  

c o m p rised  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  s e c u la r iz a t io n  some 1200 acres o f  w o o d ,  

field a n d  p a s tu re ,  as well  as v a r io u s  b u i ld in g s  a n d  stables ,  a mil l ,  

a  s a w -m i l l  a n d  o th e r  sm a ll  t r a d e s m e n ’s es tab lishm ents .

F o l lo w in g  the  changes  o f  o w n e rsh ip  a f t e r  secu la r iz a t io n ,  the  

size o f  the  esta te  w a s  d ra s t ic a l ly  red u ced .  T h e  p re sen t  e s ta te —  

once m o re  r o u n d e d  o f f— consists o f  162 acres o f  field a n d  pas tu re ,  

b u t  com prises  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  n o  w o o d la n d .  O f  this a rea  a b o u t  one 

h a l f  is u n d e r  p lo u g h .  T h e  m a in  c rops  on  the  o p e n  a rab le  l a n d  are  

w h e a t ,  rye ,  oa ts ,  a n d  b a r le y ,  w h ic h  are  used  chiefly  f o r  seed. 

P o ta to e s ,  r ap e ,  a n d  su g a r -b ee t  a re  also g ro w n .  T h e  p a s tu re  y ie lds 

su f f ic ie n t  green a n d  d r ie d  f o d d e r  f o r  the  h e rd  o f  5 0 -6 0  S im m e n ­

ta l  sp o t t e d  cat t le .  A b o u t  one h a l f  o f  this h e rd  consist  o f  y o u n g  

ca t t le .  I n  a d d i t io n  5 - 6  horses as w e l l  as pigs a n d  hens a re  kep t .

D u r in g  th e  S eco n d  W o r l d  W a r  the  P a ra d ie s  f a r m  e ffec t iv e ly  

h e lp ed  to  im p le m e n t  the  c o m p u lso ry  t i l lage  scheme w h ic h  was 

im p o sed  u p o n  a ll  in d u s t r ia l  u n d e r ta k in g s .

T h e  a d m in i s t r a t io n  o f  the  f a r m  is e n t ru s te d  to  a m a n a g e r ,  w h o  

lives w i th  his f a m i ly  in the  so u th -w e s t  w in g  o f  the  C o n v e n t .  M o s t  

o f  the  stables  a n d  f a r m  bu i ld ings  in  exis tence to d a y  h a v e  been 

b u i l t  since G eorge  F ischer  L im i te d  to o k  o v e r ;  th e y  are  s i tu a te d  on 

the  so u th  side o f  the  C o n v e n t  a n d  s e p a ra te d  f r o m  it  b y  the 

g a rd e n  a n d  road .

P a rk
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S o u th  w ing
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C lo is te r  g a rd e n
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T h e  new  fo u n ta in  in  the  C lo is te r  g a rd en , 
a w o rk  by  the  s c u lp to r  W a lte r  K n ech t, 
d e c o ra ted  w ith  c o a ts -o f-a rm s  a n d  a lleg o ries  
d e p ic tin g  th e  F o u r  E lem ents
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T ile d  s to v e , 
b u ilt  in  1653 
by  th e  p o t te r  
H a n s  H e in r ic h  
G ra f ,
o f  W in te r th u r  
( 1 5 8 9 - 1 6 5 3 )



B o a r d - r o o m
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o f  I ro n  L ib ra ry



T H E  I R O N  L I B R A R Y

I t  w a s  the  g re a te r  in s igh t  in to  the  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m e ta l lu rg y ,  

ga in e d  t h r o u g h  the  s tu d y  o f  the  h i s to ry  o f  the  f irm  a n d  its f o u n d e r  

on  th e  occasion  o f  the  150 th  a n n iv e r sa ry ,  as w e l l  as the  w id e sp re a d  

loss o f  v a lu a b le  b o o k  co llect ions occasioned  b y  the  Second  W o r l d  

W a r  w h ic h  g ave  rise to the  co n ce p t io n  o f  the  I r o n  L ib ra ry .  C lo ­

se ly l in k e d  to  this id ea  w as  the  k n o w le d g e  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  be pos­

sible, in the  P a ra d ie s  C o n v e n t ,  to  p re se rv e  such c u l tu ra l  v a lues  in 

the  peacefu lness  o f  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  se t t ing  a n d  a t  the  sam e  t ime 

e n d o w  th e  C o n v e n t  w i th  a n  in te l lec tu a l  p u rp o se  in h a r m o n y  w i th  

its p a s t  c h a ra c te r .

O n  D e ce m b e r  31st 1948, the  I r o n  L ib ra ry ,  a f o u n d a t io n  of 

G eorge  F ischer  L im i ted ,  w as  in a u g u ra te d .

T h a n k s  to  en th u s ia s t ic  co llect ing  on  the  p a r t  o f  m a n y  f r iends  

a n d  c o l la b o ra to rs  b o th  a t  h o m e  a n d  a b ro a d ,  a l ib r a r y  o f  o v e r  

1 0 0 0 0  books,  m a n y  o f  an  e a r ly  da te ,  has com e in to  being. F o r ­

tu n a t e  c ircum stances  m a d e  possible the  p u rc h ase  o f  m a n u sc r ip ts  

a n d  v e ry  fine p r in te d  books  f r o m  the  13 th  t o  the  18 th  c en tu ry .  

T h u s  a  l ib r a r y  has been  assem bled  w h ic h  co n ta in s  in te res t ing  w r i t ­

ings on  the  s to ry  o f  i ro n  f r o m  p reh is to r ic  u p  to  p re sen t  t imes a n d  

includes the  classics on  the  subject,  such as the  w o rk s  o f  Birin- 

guccio, A gricola, B lum ho f, H assen fra tz , Sw edenborg, ] . Beck  a n d  

o thers ,  w h ic h  m er i t  p a r t i c u l a r  a t te n t io n .

T h e  Iron  L ibrary is open to  visitors on request.
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E X T R A C T  F R O M  T R U S T  D E E D  O F  „ L I B R A R Y  O F  

I R O N “ , A  F O U N D A T I O N  O F  G E O R G E  F I S C H E R  

L I M I T E D  O F  T H E  3 1 ST O F  D E C E M B E R  1948

§ 4

O bjects o f the F oundation

1. T o  acqu ire ,  co llect  a n d  keep  in safe  c u s to d y  h is to r ica l  a n d  c o n ­

t e m p o r a r y  l i t e r a tu re  on  the  p r o d u c t io n  a n d  w o r k in g  o f  i ron,  

in c lu d in g  r e le v a n t  p u b l ic a t io n s  on

a) geo logy ,  m in e ra lo g y ,  m in ing ,  c h em is try ,  m e ta l lu rg y ,  etc.

b) the  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i ro n  in a r t i sa n  t rad e s  a n d  

in in d u s t ry ,  such as eng ineer ing ,  a rm s  m a n u f a c tu r e ,  bu i ld in g ,  

civil  eng ineering ,  a rch i te c tu re ,  a p p l i e d  arts ,  etc.

2. T o  a c c o m m o d a te  the  L ib r a r y  in  room s p r o v id e d  b y  the  F o u n ­

ders on  th e i r  P a ra d ie s  E s ta te  (K lo s te rg u t  Pa ra d ie s ) ,  n e a r  Schaff-  

hausen.

3. T o  eq u ip  a n d  m a in ta in  a ll  s t u d y  a n d  a n c i l la ry  room s in c o n ­

n ec t io n  th e re w i th .

4. T o  a d m in i s te r  a n d  c o n d u c t  th e  L ib ra ry .

5. T o  m a k e  the  L ib r a r y  a v a i lab le ,  f ree  o f  charge ,  f o r  scientific  

a n d  tech n ica l  research .

6 . T o  p r o m o te  resea rch  in to  the  h i s to ry  o f  i ro n  a n d ,  w h e re  

desirable ,  to  fa c i l i t a te  the  use o f  the  L ib r a r y  b y  g ra d u a te s  of  

un ivers i t ies  a n d  h ig h e r  schools b y  such m eans  as the  g ra n t in g  

o f  scholarsh ips .
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G R O U N D  P L A N  

O F  T H E  P A R A D I E S  

C O N V E N T

L E G E N D

P la n  o f  G ro u n d  F lo o r  a b o u t 1900

A P re se n t ch u rch

B F o rm e r  w es te rn  h a lf
o f  the  n ave

C C lo is te r  g a rd en

D C h ap e l

E R e p o s ito ry

F V a u lte d  k i tc h e n ,
la te r  sm ith y

G S to re -ro o m s

H , I P re se n t ce lla rs

K C o rr id o r

L C o n v e n t b ak e ry

M  R e fe c to ry

N  C o rr id o r

O  C h a p te r- ro o m

P F o rm er v e s try

Q  P re se n t v e s try

R  M ain  en tra n c e

S B o w -w in d o w e d  room

T  B o a rd -ro o m

U  L ib ra ry

V L ib ra ry  s tu d y

W  C o n v e n t w a ll

2nd S to rey  1951
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T H E  C H U R C H

T h e  p re sen t  c h u rch  w as  b u i l t  a f t e r  the  fire o f  1587. A c c o rd in g  

to  the  a r c h i te c tu ra l  re g u la t io n s  o f  the  Franc iscans ,  w h ic h  s t ro v e  

fo r  e x tre m e  s im p lic i ty  o f  design, the  c h u rch  o f  a  C o n v e n t  o f  the  

O r d e r  o f  St.  C la r e  w a s  n o t  a l lo w e d  a  to w e r  b u t  o n ly  a r idge 

tu r re t .  O f  the  ta l l  w in d o w s  in th e  long  so u th e rn  side five a re  h a lf  

r o u n d e d  a n d  the  m id d le  one is p o in te d .  A  d o o r w a y  w i th  a p o in te d  

a rc h  gives access to  the  long  n a v e ,  w h ic h  w as  o r ig in a l ly  u n d iv id e d .  

T h e  p re sen t  d iv id in g  w a l l  o f  b r ic k  w a s  e rec ted  sole ly  because  it 

w as  t h o u g h t  desirab le  to reduce  the  size o f  the  c h u rch  in te r io r .  

W h e n  the  p lace  w a s  in use as a C o n v e n t ,  services w e re  h e ld  in the 

c h u rch  n o t  o n ly  f o r  the  nuns  b u t  also the  l a y f o lk  w o r k in g  on 

the  f a rm .  T h e  ru le  o f  c la u s t ra l  seclusion h a d  to  be obse rved ,  even 

in c h u rch ,  a n d  f o r  this reason  the  n uns  w ere  p r o v id e d  w i th  a 

g a l le ry  o r  n u n s ’ ch o ir  to  w h ic h  th ey  p ro c ee d ed  s t r a ig h t  f ro m  

th e i r  cells.

T h e  a l ta rs ,  the  chancel ,  a n d  th e  b a ro q u e  ceiling d eco ra t io n s  

d a te  f r o m  the  tw en tie s  o f  the  18th c en tu ry .  T h e  p a in t in g s  p reserve  

the  m em ories  o f  lead in g  pe rsonal i t ie s  in th e  F ra n c is ca n  m o v em en t .  

I n  the  ceil ing  piece ab o v e  the  a l t a r ,  C h r i s t  is seen a p p e a r in g  to 

St. F r a n c i s ;  the  a d jo in in g  p a in t in g  to  the  w es t  show s St. C la re  

h o ld in g  a m o n s t ran c e  in he r  h a n d  a n d  co m p e l l in g  a b a n d  of 

sav ag e  w a r r io r s  to  tu r n  b a c k  f r o m  the  l i t t le  C o n v e n t  o f  St. D a ­

m ian .  T h e  p a in t in g  on  the  re a r  w a l l  o f  the  chancel  co m m e m o ra te s  

a  scene f r o m  the  life o f  a  d isc iple  o f  St. F ranc is ,  St. A n t h o n y  o f  

P a d u a ,  w h o  p r e a c h e d  to  the  fish  a f te r  the  i n h a b i ta n t s  o f  R im in i  

h a d  re fused  to  h e a r  h im . I n  the  w e s te rn  p a r t  o f  the  n a v e  there  

is a p a in t in g  sh o w in g  St. F ranc is  ascend ing  to H e a v e n  b e fo re  the 

eyes o f  St. C la re ,  w h o  is deep in m ed i ta t io n .
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O n  the  w e s t  side th e re  is a  sm a ll  p e n i t e n t s ’ ch ap e l  a t t a c h e d  to 

the  c h u rc h ;  the  confess ional  gri l le  is s t i ll  in  existence.  Since the  

u n s ig h t ly  d o o r w a y s  h a v e  b o th  been  b r ic k e d  u p  ag a in ,  the  sac ra l  

c h a ra c te r  o f  the  ro o m  has once  m o re  becom e a p p a r e n t .  A f t e r  the  

suppress ion  o f  the  C o n v e n t ,  the  c h u rc h  w as  d eem ed  se p a ra te  f r o m  

th e  C o n v e n t  in re spec t  o f  the  l a w  o f  p r o p e r t y  a n d  w as  t r a n s fe r r e d  

to  the  n e w ly - fo r m e d  p a r is h  o f  P a ra d ie s  as its p a r ish  church .  T h e  

c h a p la in  to  the  n u n s  becam e  a  p a r ish  p r ies t ;  he h a d  fo rm e r ly  

o ccu p ied  the  w es t  w in g  o f  the  C o n v e n t  a n d  w a s  n o w  a l lo t te d  the 

a d m in i s t r a t iv e  b u i ld in g  as a  n e w  hom e.  R e c e n t  r e n o v a t io n  o f  this 

b u i ld in g ,  w h ic h  still  serves as a  v ica rag e ,  has  re s to red  to  i t  the 

c h a ra c te r  o f  a c h a rm in g  1 8 th -c e n tu ry  c o u n t r y  house. T h e  b a ro q u e  

profiles o f  the  s tone  p o rc h  jam bs,  the  ra ised  l in te l  a n d  the  c h a ­

ra c te r i s t ic a l ly  F re n c h  f o r m  o f  the  ro o f  a re  also rem in iscen t  o f  the 

18 th  c en tu ry .

T w o  classics o f  the  I ro n  L ib ra ry  :

V A N O C C IO  B I R IN G U C C IO  “ D e la P iro te c h n ia  ” 1540 
G E O R G  A G R IC O L A  " D e  re  m e ta l l ic a ” 1556

* '

A G RIGOLA F

J Ü

V "iß
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